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Dear Editor,

We appreciate the interest in our study and the valuable feedback provided. This study aimed to compare the effects of focused extracorporeal 
shock wave therapy (f-ESWT) and radial extracorporeal shock wave therapy (r-ESWT) on pain, functionality, and nodule size measured by ultra-
sonography in patients with Dupuytren’s disease (DD).1 The study did not aim to evaluate the effectiveness of ESWT in different phases of DD 
(Proliferative stage, Involutional stage, Residual stage).2

As appropriately highlighted by the authors, it is well known that the stage of DD (whether patients have nodules, cords, or contractures) can 
significantly influence both the disease progression and the response to non-surgical interventions.3 However, as mentioned in this study, only 
patients with clinically diagnosed DD in the nodular stage and then measured the nodule size by ultrasound, were included. Since our patient 
population was homogeneous, subgroup analysis was not necessary. We thank the authors for drawing attention to this point. We acknowledge 
that this aspect should have been highlighted more clearly in the inclusion criteria.

We also recognize the importance of conducting further research to evaluate and compare the efficacy of different types of ESWT across all stages of DD.
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